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	BUSH SYNC: Major combat operations in Iraq have ended. (applause)


	President Bush Announces Major Combat Operations in Iraq Have Ended 5/1/03 “…My fellow Americans: Major combat operations in Iraq have ended. In the battle of Iraq, the United States and our allies have prevailed.” President Bush, 5/1/03
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/05/20030501-15.html


	ANNCR: After four years with no end in sight.

	President Bush announced the start of the military campaign against Iraq,  March 20, 2003 

[CNN 3/20/03]
http://www.cnn.com/2003/WORLD/meast/03/19/sprj.irq.main/
Bush warns he will veto any Iraq war deadline 

[ International Herald Tribune, 3/28/07] 
http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/03/28/news/congress.php
The open-ended deployments in Iraq are lowering morale among some ground troops, who say constantly shifting time tables are reducing confidence in their leadership. "The way we have been treated and the continuous lies told to our families back home has devastated us all," a soldier in Iraq wrote in a letter to Congress. [CS Monitor,3/7/03] http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0707/p02s01-woiq.html



	ANNCR: nearly 500 billion spent


	Analysis Says War Could Cost $1 Trillion

The war in Iraq could ultimately cost well over a trillion dollars -- at least double what has already been spent -- including the long-term costs of replacing damaged equipment, caring for wounded troops, and aiding the Iraqi government, according to a new government analysis.

The United States has already allocated more than $500 billion on the day-to-day combat operations of what are now 190,000 troops and a variety of reconstruction efforts. [Boston Globe, 8/1/07]

Estimated Costs of U.S. Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan

Appropriations for military operations  in Iraq total $413 billion from 2003 through the 2007 fiscal year. 
[CBO Report, 7/31/07]
How Iraq Trillion Could Have Been Spent

The price tag for the Iraq War is now estimated at $700 billion in direct costs and perhaps twice that much when indirect expenditures are included. [ABC News, 2/4/07]



	ANNCR: Iraq in religious civil war

	Colin Powell says Iraq in a ‘civil war’ 

Former Secretary of State Colin Powell said Wednesday that Iraq's violence meets the standard of civil war and that if he were heading the State Department now, he might recommend that the administration use that term.  Many news organizations and analysts are calling the Sunni-Shiite sectarian warfare that exploded this year, killing thousands and causing widespread displacement, a civil war. [CNN, 11/29/06]

http://www.cnn.com/2006/POLITICS/11/29/powell.iraq/index.html
Iraq moves toward civil war: U.S. commander calls the violence worst he has seen
“Two top Pentagon commanders said Thursday that spiraling violence in Baghdad could propel Iraq into outright civil war, using a politically loaded term that the Bush administration has long avoided.” [AP, 8/3/06]

http://abclocal.go.com/wtvd/story?section=nation_world&id=4427157
Spy Chief uses ‘civil war’ to describe Iraq

The nation's spy chief said Tuesday that the violence in Iraq resembles a civil war and the Iraqi government has the "close to impossible" job of trying to end the violence. The "term 'civil war' accurately describes key elements of the Iraqi conflict," Mike McConnell, the new director of national intelligence, said in a statement to the Senate Armed Services Committee. Ethnic-sectarian violence has polarized politics and hardened the position of combatants, McConnell said, particularly since an attack by Sunni militants on a Shiite mosque in Samarra a year ago.
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2007-02-27-mcconnell_x.htm


	ANNCR: And over thirty seven hundred Americans dead


	Department of Defense Operation Iraq Freedom (OIF) U.S. Casualty Status through August 20, 2007 at 10am EDT lists total deaths as 3,701.
http://www.defenselink.mil/news/casualty.pdf


	ANNCR: Jon Porter is still standing with President Bush on Iraq.

ANNCR: Voting time and again against bringing our troops home.


	Porter voted against supporting hearings on the Bush Iraq policy.  Congressman Porter voted to kill a bid by Democrats to ask the Republican leadership and the chairmen of the committees of jurisdiction to conduct an investigation and hold oversight hearings related to possible abuses in administration actions and policies related to the Iraq war. The motion to kill hearings on Iraq passed 220-191. [Vote #562, Iraq War Investigation -- Appeal Ruling of the Chair; 11/3/05 (D 1-190, R 219-0); Washington Post, 11/6/05]

Porter voted against setting timetables for withdrawing from Iraq. Congressman Porter voted against a resolution declaring that setting an “artificial timetable” for withdrawing the U.S. military from Iraq would be “inconsistent with achieving victory.” The resolution also called Iraq’s December 2005 election a “crucial victory” for Iraq that would not have been possible without the presence of U.S. troops. [HRS 612, Vote #648 (D 59-108, R 220-0), 12/16/05]

Porter voted For Non-Binding Iraq Resolution. Congressman Porter voted for a resolution endorsing President Bush’s Iraq policy while declaring that the United States will prevail in the war against terrorism. The resolution also takes a stand against setting withdrawal dates. The resolution was written entirely by the GOP and Democrats were barred from proposing an alternative. Many Democrats felt the resolution unfair because it conjoined non-controversial measures, such as declaring support for the ongoing Global War on Terror, with controversial measures, such as joining the War in Iraq to the War on Terror. [HRS 861, Vote #288 (D 42-149, R 214-3), 6/16/06; CQ Today, 6/16/06]

Porter voted against disapproving of Bush’s plan for escalation of troops in Iraq. Congressman Porter voted against a resolution that would express support for U.S. military personnel serving in Iraq, while disapproving of the President Bush’s decision to deploy more than 20,000 additional U.S. combat troops to that country. [H Con Res 63, Vote #99 (D 229-2, R 17-180), 2/16/07]

Porter voted against redeployment of troops and benchmarks. Congressman Porter voted against the adoption of the conference report on the bill that provided $124.2 billion in fiscal 2007 emergency funding, it also set a goal for redeployment of troops in Iraq by the end of March 2008. If the president can not verify that the Iraq government is meeting benchmarks then the troops would redeploy by the end of 2007. The legislation also provides $95.9 billion for military operations, $6.9 for hurricane recovery and $3.5 billion for crop programs. [HR 1591, Vote #265, 4/25/07]

Porter voted against a bill that required the withdrawal U.S. troops.  Congressman Porter voted against a bill that required the withdrawal of U.S. troops and contractors in Iraq with funds provided by the Defense Department within 90 days of the bill's enactment. The withdrawal would have to be completed within 180 days. The bill would prohibit any funds made available to the Defense Department from being used to increase the number of U.S. troops serving in Iraq in excess of the number serving there as of Jan. 1, 2007, unless the increase has been specifically authorized in advance by Congress. [HR 2237, Vote #330, 5/10/07]

Porter voted against the President reporting progress in Iraq and meeting benchmarks.  Congressman Porter voted against a bill that would provide $42.8 billion in fiscal 2007 emergency spending for military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan and require another congressional vote in late July to release the remaining $52.8 billion for the Pentagon. It would withhold funds until the president reports by July 13 on progress the Iraqi government has made toward meeting specified benchmarks and goals set by the bill and Congress has adopted a joint resolution releasing the "fenced off" funds. The measure would provide $6.8 billion for hurricane recovery and relief, $3.3 billion for military healthcare costs and $2.25 billion for homeland security anti-terrorism programs. It also would raise the minimum wage to $7.25 per hour over two years and provide $4.8 billion in small-business tax incentives. [HR 2206, Vote #333, 5/10/07]

Porter voted against a bill to bring our troops home by April 2008. Congressman Porter voted against bringing our troops home from Iraq to begin within 120 days of the bill’s enactment.  It would be completed by April 2008, with the exception of “limited presence.” It also required the president to report to Congress a U.S. strategy for Iraq.  This would include protection for the remaining forces, specific missions and cost. [HR 2956, Vote #624, 7/12/07]



	ANNCR: Tell  Jon  Porter it’s time to take a stand. End the war. 

	


