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	On Screen / Video
	Facts

	McCain: “…continued pursuit of—to acquire weapons of mass destruction.”
On Screen: John McCain CNN, Late Edition, 3/3/02
	FACT:  McCain said Saddam Hussein pursued Weapons of Mass Destruction. John McCain said, “I believe that Saddam Hussein presents a clear and present danger to the United States of America with his continued pursuit to acquire weapons of mass destruction.” [CNN, Late Edition, 3/3/02, emphasis added]

Other Examples of McCain Invoking WMDs:
McCain Backed Bush And Insisted Hussein Had Weapons of Mass Destruction.  While appearing on NBC’s “Meet The Press,” McCain said, “He has continued his efforts of acquire weapons of mass destruction. He has used them on his own people. He’s used them on others.”  He added that, “there’s no doubt that he is on the path to acquiring a nuclear weapon.” [NBC, “Meet the Press,” 9/22/02]
McCain: “It Will Be Brief.  We’re Going To Find Out Massive Evidence of Weapons of Mass Destruction.”  During an appearance on FOX’s “Hannity & Colmes,” McCain said, “Tragically, we will lose American lives. But it will be brief.  We’re going to find out massive evidence of weapons of mass destruction and we’re going to find incredible brutalities that this dictator has inflicted upon the Iraqi people.”  [Fox News, “Hannity & Colmes,” 2/21/03]

McCain: Hussein Continues To Acquire, Amass And Improve On His Arsenal of Weapons of Mass Destruction.  During a floor debate on the floor of the senate, McCain said, “Saddam Hussein continues to acquire, amass, and improve on his arsenal of weapons of mass destruction. He continues to attempt to acquire a nuclear weapon. These are all well-known facts. So if you believe that Saddam Hussein....is not going to abandon his request for his weapons, then the longer we wait, the more dangerous he becomes.” [Asheville Citizen-Times, 10/13/02]
McCain Said Military Force Should be Authorized to Destroy Iraq’s WMD.  Prior to a vote to authorize President Bush’s use of force in against Iraq in September 2002, McCain stated that any resolution should simply “authorize the president to take action to bring about regime change and destroy [Iraq’s] weapons of mass destruction.”  [Washington Post, 9/18/02]


	Bush: “…weapons of mass destruction against America.”
On Screen: George W. Bush President’s Radio Address, 3/7/03
	FACT:  Bush Insisted Iraq Had Weapons of Mass Destruction.  During an address to the nation in March of 2003, Bush said, “Saddam Hussein has had a long history of reckless aggression and terrible crimes.  He possesses weapons of terror. He provides funding and safe haven to terrorists who would willingly use weapons of mass destruction against America and other peace-loving countries.”  He added, “We will not wait to see what terrorists or terrorist states could do with weapons of mass destruction.” [The President’s Radio Address, 3/7/03; emphasis added]


	McClellan: “Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass destruction program…”
On Screen: Scott McClellan White House Briefing, 7/23/03
	FACT: “We Judge That Iraq Has Continued Its Weapons Of Mass Destruction Programs.”  During a White House Briefing, Scott McClellan said, “The NIE is, as you pointed out, the consensus document of the intelligence community. And let me point out what the NIE says. ‘We judge that Iraq has continued its weapons of mass destruction programs in defiance of U.N. resolutions and restrictions.’” He added, “Baghdad has chemical and biological weapons as well as missiles with ranges in excess of U.N. restrictions. If left unchecked, it probably will have a nuclear weapon during this decade. … I think we made it very clear that we are confident that we will uncover the full extent of Saddam Hussein’s weapons of mass destruction program.” [White House Briefing, 7/23/03; emphasis added]



	McCain: “…we will be welcomed as liberators.”
On Screen: John McCain MSNBC, Hardball, 3/24/03


	FACT: McCain Said America Would Be “Welcomed as Liberators” In Iraq. John McCain said, “[T]here’s no doubt in my mind that we will prevail and there’s no doubt in my mind, once these people are gone, that we will be welcomed as liberators.” [MSNBC, “Hardball,” 3/16/03; emphasis added]
Other Examples of McCain and Liberators

· FACT: McCain Said “The Iraqi People Will Greet Us As Liberators.”  While appearing on NBC’s “The Today Show,” McCain said, “But I believe, Katie, that the Iraqi people will greet us as liberators. I believe that they will have an opportunity over time, and it will be difficult, to realize the same hopes and dreams and aspirations that every person in the world has and deserves the opportunity to live in a free and open society.” [NBC, “The Today Show,” 3/20/03; emphasis added]



	Cheney: “We will be greeted as liberators.”
On Screen: Dick Cheney NBC, “Meet the Press,” 3/16/03
	FACT: Cheney Said, “I Really Do Believe We Will Be Greeted As Liberators.”  While appearing on NBC’s “Meet the Press,” Vice President Cheney said, “I really do believe that we will be greeted as liberators. I’ve talked with a lot of Iraqis in the last several months myself, had them to the White House. The president and I have met with them, various groups and individuals, people who have devoted their lives from the outside to trying to change things inside Iraq.” [NBC, “Meet the Press,” 3/16/03; emphasis added]



	McClellan:  “We are liberators.”
On Screen: Scott McClellan White House Press Briefing, 4/30/03
	FACT: McClellan Said “We Are Liberators.” During a White House Briefing, Scott McClellan said, “We don’t want to be occupiers. We are liberators; that’s what we have done in Iraq. But there’s still important work to accomplish, and that’s what we’re in the middle of right now.”  [White House Briefing, 4/30/03; emphasis added]



	McCain: “We’ve got to stay the course.”
On Screen: John McCain, CNN, “This Week”, 10/24/04
	FACT: McCain: “We’ve Got to Stay the Course.”  In an interview with ABC’s “This Week,” McCain said, “Is Afghanistan perfect, no, we’ve got opium, we’ve got warlords but by God, it’s a heck of a lot better off than it was. And we can to do the same thing in Iraq, we’ve got to stay the course.” [ABC. “This Week,” 10/24/04; emphasis added]


	Bush: “We will stay the course.”
On Screen: George W. Bush Presidential Remarks, Salt Lake City, Utah, 8/30/06
	FACT: Bush: “We’ve Got to Stay the Course.” During a trip to Utah, President Bush said, “Iraq is the central front in this war on terror. If we leave the streets of Baghdad before the job is done, we will have to face the terrorists in our own cities. We will stay the course.” [Bush Remarks on Arrival in Salt Lake City, Utah, 8/30/06; emphasis added]



	McClellan: “We continue to stay the course.”
On Screen: Scott McClellan White House Briefing, 10/27/03
	FACT: McClellan: “It’s Important That We Continue To Stay The Course.” During a White House Briefing, Scott McClellan said, “And when we succeed, we will have dealt the terrorists a significant blow. And that’s why it’s important that we continue to stay the course and we continue to go on the offensive to bring these killers to justice.” [White House Briefing, 10/27/03; emphasis added]


	McCain: “The success will be fairly easy …”
On Screen: John McCain CNN, “Larry King Live,” 9/24/02


	FACT: McCain Said Success In Iraq “Will Be Fairly Easy.” During an appearance on CNN’s “Larry King Live, John McCain was asked about the prospect of war in Iraq. McCain said, “I know that as successful as I believe we will be, and I believe that the success will be fairly easy.” [CNN, “Larry King Live,” 9/24/02, emphasis added]

	McCain: “… we can win an overwhelming victory in a very short period of time.”
On Screen: John McCain CNN, “Late Edition,” 9/29/02


	FACT: McCain Said Victory In Iraq Would Be “Overwhelming.” During an interview on CNN, John McCain said, “We’re not going to get into house-to-house fighting in Baghdad. We may have to take out buildings, but we’re not going to have a bloodletting of trading American bodies for Iraqi bodies. One of the highpoints, I thought, of the Persian Gulf War was when hundreds of Iraqis surrendered to a UAV.  He is much weaker militarily, and I believe that the United States military capabilities are such that we can win a victory in a relatively short time. And I, again, I don’t think it’s, quote, ‘easy,’ but I believe that we can win an overwhelming victory in a very short period of time.” [CNN, “Late Edition,” 9/29/02, emphasis added]



	On Screen: “political propaganda campaign to sell the war to the American people” -- Scott McClellan
What Happened: Inside the Bush White House and Washington’s Culture of Deception
	FACT: McClellan Described Build-UP To War In Iraq As “Propaganda Campaign. In his book “What Happened,” Former White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan wrote, “An even more fundamental problem was the way his advisers decided to pursue a political propaganda campaign to sell the war to the American people. It was all part of the way the White House operated and Washington functioned, and no one seemed to see any problem with using such an approach on an issue as grave as war.” [Scott McClellan, “What Happened: Inside the Bush White House and Washington’s Culture of Deception” via Wall Street Journal, 5/28/08]



