Senator Collins Says One Thing in Maine, Does Entirely Another in Washington on Iraq

Despite recent posturing about the Bush-Cheney escalation plan in Iraq for the Maine press back home, Senator Collins -- at the end of the day -- always stands with President Bush.  The Senator has a long, documented history of supporting President Bush on the Iraq war.
RHETORIC: Collins Stressed Importance of Opposing President Bush’s Iraq Plan.  In February Senator Collins stated it was important to go on the record opposing President Bush’s plan. “The war in Iraq is one of the most vital issues facing our country. It is crucial that the Senate go on record opposing the President’s plan to send more troops to Iraq . The provisions that we are announcing tonight will further strengthen our resolution,” said Senator Collins. [Collins Press Release, 2/1/07]
REALITY: Senator Collins has an extensive history of siding with the President when it comes to the war in Iraq.

Collins Voted Against The Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Bill.  Senator Collins voted against the emergency supplemental appropriations bill that provided funding for the troops in Iraq as well as a plan for withdrawal. Collins voted nay. [H.R.1591, Vote # 126, 3/29/07, passed 51-47]

Collins Stood Strong With The President And Voted Against Bringing The Troops In Iraq Home.  Senator Collins voted to strike language that would impose a timetable for the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq. Collins voted yea. [S.Amdt. 643 to H.R. 1591, Vote # 116, 3/27/07; failed 48-50]
Collins Voted Against Brining Our Troops Home. Senator Collins voted against the passage of the joint resolution that would establish a more limited mission for U.S. forces in Iraq and set a non-binding goal of withdrawing most combat troops by March 2008. Collins voted nay. [S.J.Res. 9, Vote # 75, 3/15/07, failed 48-50]
Collins Remained Loyal To The President When She Voted Against Iraq Civil War Reports.  Senator Collins voted to table an amendment that would require the Defense secretary, in consultation with the secretary of State, to provide Congress with an assessment of whether civil war has broken out in Iraq and a strategy to protect U.S. troops. Collins voted yea. [S.Amdt. 4885 to H.R. 5631, Vote # 233, 9/6/06; passed 54-44]

Collins Stood With The President And Voted Against Stronger Control On Military Contractors.  Senator Collins voted against stricter control on contractors assigned to military facilities and against a new law banning “war profiteering.” Collins voted nay. [S 2400, Vote # 120, 6/16/04]

Collins Voted Against An Amendment To Require Congressional Approval For Reconstruction Efforts. Senator Collins voted to kill an amendment that required the President to seek Congressional approval through the appropriations process to spend $20 billion for the reconstruction of Iraq. Proponents of the amendment argued that Congress should not simply hand over $20 billion in funds to the President to use at his discretion, but instead Bush should have to seek additional funding through the Congressional appropriations process. Collins voted yea. [S 1689, Vote # 398, 10/17/2003; Congressional Record, 10/17/2003]

Collins voted with Bush to authorize the war in Iraq.  Senator Collins voted for the first pre-emptive military strike in United States history against a foreign nation (Iraq Use of Force Resolution). This vote gave Bush what critics call a “blank check” in the war on Iraq.  Collins voted yea. [H.J. Res. 114, Vote # 237, 10/11/02]
Collins said Abrupt Withdrawal for Iraq: Unwise.  “’I don’t think it is wise to have an abrupt withdrawal from Iraq,’” said Ms. Collins, who said she was willing to wait until August to see if the continuing troop increase improves conditions there. ‘This doesn’t mean I support an unending commitment of our troops in Iraq. I don’t.’” [NYT, 3/27/07]
