sen. mitch mcconnell fails seniors
	Script for “Choices”
	Background

	Some choices are difficult.

Some aren’t.

Last month, Sen. Mitch McConnell had the chance to make the right choice.  He could have voted against a cut in fees to doctors who treat Medicare patients. 


	Senator Mitch McConnell opposed bringing the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act to a vote.  The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 would have halted a 10.6% cut to doctors who treat patients on Medicare. The motion needed 60 votes to pass.  The final vote was 58-40.  [HR 6331, Vote #160, 6/26/08; CQ]



	He could have voted to block the slush fund of tax dollars flowing to private insurance companies – overpayments that will cost taxpayers $150 billion over the next decade.  


	Private insurers costs taxpayers about $150 billion dollars over10 Years.  [“Medicare Advantage: Private Health Plans in Medicare,” Congressional Budget Office, 6/28/07]


	Instead, Sen. McConnell sided with President Bush and big insurance companies who want to keep raking in giant subsidies…


	President Bush vows veto. The President has said he will veto any bill that cut payments to private insurers. [New York Times, 7/7/08; St. Petersburg Times, 7/3/08]

Group advocating for big insurance companies opposes legislation. America's Health Insurance Plans, a trade group for private insurers, ran ads siding with the White House.  [AP, 7/1/08]
Medicare Advantage fees make up half of income for major insurance company. Health Insurer Humana relies on Medicare Advantage plans for roughly half its revenue. [AP, 2/7/08]
Another provider makes almost $380 million dollars off Medicare Advantage. Universal American, the third largest provider of Medicare prescription drugs, made $618.4 million in the first quarter of 2007.  Of that revenue, $379.1 million came from Medicare Advantage and senior managed care, up from $90 million the year before.  [The Journal News, 7/23/07]


	… subsidies that were created by those who want to privatize Medicare and push all seniors into private health plans.  


	Bush Administration looking to privatize Medicare. In testimony before the Senate Finance Committee, Health and Human Services Secretary Michael Leavitt said Medicare recipients should be able to choose their coverage through “an efficient market.”  The Administration has consistently said privatization will save Medicare, despite the fact that Medicare Advantage actually costs the government an average of 13% more than government-funded Medicare. [Leavitt Testimony, Senate Committee on Finance, 2/8/08; Mark Miller Testimony, Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, Senate Committee on Finance, 1/30/08; Bradenton Herald, 4/13/08]



	When he chose to side with the insurance companies, McConnell put seniors at risk of losing access to their doctors.  


	The American Medical Association say 60% of doctors will drop Medicare patients if cuts go through. “A survey of almost 9,000 doctors by the American Medical Association last summer found that if 10 percent cuts to reimbursements are implemented, 60 percent of physician respondents plan to limit the number of new Medicare patients they treat.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/5/08]
Doctors across the country consider not accepting Medicare if payment cut isn’t fixed.  The Colorado Medical Society said a pay reduction could limit options for 480,000 Medicare recipients. Doctors in Florida said “they will stop taking new Medicare patients – and may even drop them – if lawmakers cannot solve the perpetual problem... Primary Care of Venice posted a letter this week saying it will take no new Medicare patients.” The president of the Oklahoma State Medical Association said doctors will limit the number of Medicare patients they’ll see. [Denver Post, 7/1/08; Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 7/5/08; Tulsa World, 7/1/08]


	This week, he’ll have another chance to make the right choice. To protect Kentucky seniors who depend on Medicare, not the bottom line of the insurance industry.  Call Sen. McConnell at 202-224-2541 and tell him this time, do the right thing.  
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	The Senate Democrats have scheduled another vote for H.R. 6331 on Wednesday. [CQ, 7/7/08]


