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	SOUNDS:  Sounds of a Busy Hospital/Emergency Room - Crying Babies, Emergency Announcements Over the Intercom

ANNCR: Thousands of children, veterans and seniors face another winter without health care - putting off doctors visits, prescriptions - and crowding emergency rooms when they have nowhere else to turn.  

ANNCR: Unfortunately, Congressman Cole isn’t doing anything to help.


	FACT: SCHIP expansion would cover 10 million children in working families. 

SCHIP expansion would cover 10 million children from working families. “At issue is a program that provides health insurance for children whose families earn too much to qualify for Medicaid but cannot afford private health insurance… Supporters say that would be enough to boost enrollment to 10 million, up from 6.6 million, and dramatically reduce the number of uninsured children in the country, currently about 9 million.” [Washington Post, 10/4/07]

FACT: Cole voted against the Labor HHS spending bill. 

Cole voted against the most recent Labor HHS spending bill. Cole voted against a bill that would have appropriated $150.7 billion in fiscal 2008 for the departments of Labor, Health and Human Services and Education and related agencies. It would provide $63.6 billion for the Education Department, including $14.5 billion for Pell Grants; $15 billion for the Labor Department, including $3.6 billion for training and employment services; and $30 billion for the National Institutes of Health. [HR 3043, Vote #1075, 11/8/07]
FACT: Bush vetoed Children’s Health Insurance Program. 


President Bush vetoed the expansion of SCHIP. Earlier this month, President Bush vetoed the expansion of SCHIP. [Washington Post, 10/4/07]
FACT: Editorial boards support SCHIP.

White House criticized for rejecting children’s health. “It’s shameful that America has no universal medical insurance and has 45 million people without coverage. It’s more shameful that the White House may cold-heartedly reject this attempt to protect more kids. So much for “compassionate conservatism.” [Charleston Gazette Editorial , 9/27/07]



	ANNCR: Cole has stood with President Bush and voted against the Children’s Health Insurance Program, and against a bill to fund veteran’s health care and community hospitals - all while voting to fund the war in Iraq.


	Children’s Coverage at risk over self-righteous ideal. “To their credit, the House and Senate have passed and sent to the president a plan to increase federal funding to $12 billion a year. It would add 4 million children to SCHIP, while some adults on the program would be moved to Medicaid. A 61-cent increase in the federal cigarette tax would foot the bill. But the president and other Republican leaders have dug in against the proposal on the grounds that it is a step toward universal health care. SCHIP was never meant to include middle-class families, Bush argues, and so he will veto the plan. So we see politics at its worst.” [Charleston Gazette Editorial , 9/27/07]
FACT: Congressman Cole repeatedly opposed the expansion of SCHIP.

Congressman Cole voted against Children’s Health Insurance. [HR 976, Vote #906, 9/25/07; passed 265-157] 

Congressman Cole refused to overturn Bush’s veto. [HR 976, Vote #982, 10/18/07; failed 273-156]
Congressman Cole voted against a revised SCHIP bill. [HR 3963, Vote #1009, 10/25/07; passed 265-142] 

FACT: Over 58,000 Oklahoma children would be helped by the expansion of SCHIP. 

According to Families USA, 58,200 Oklahoma children would be helped by the expansion of SCHIP. [Families USA, 9/25/07]


	ANNCR: Cole and Bush would rather spend half a trillion in Iraq than a fraction of that here to help our kids, veterans and seniors get the health care they need.


	FACT: Congressman Tom Cole supported spending billions in Iraq.

Congress has approved $450 billion for the war in Iraq. Since the war began, Congress has passed $450 billion to fund the war in Iraq. [The Star-Ledger,9/27/07]
Cole has stood with Bush and repeatedly voted against bringing American troops home. Congressman Cole has consistently voted against bringing our troops home from Iraq. [H Con Res 63, Vote #99 (D 229-2, R 17-180), 2/16/07; HR 1591, Vote #265, 4/25/07; HR 2237, Vote #330, 5/10/07; HR 2956, Vote #624, 7/12/07]
FACT: Iraq war could cost $1 trillion. 

Analysis Says War Could Cost $1 Trillion. The war in Iraq could ultimately cost well over a trillion dollars -- at least double what has already been spent -- including the long-term costs of replacing damaged equipment, caring for wounded troops, and aiding the Iraqi government, according to a new government analysis. The United States has already allocated more than $500 billion on the day-to-day combat operations of what are now 190,000 troops and a variety of reconstruction efforts. [Boston Globe, 8/1/07]
Estimated Costs of U.S. Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. Appropriations for military operations in Iraq total $413 billion from 2003 through the 2007 fiscal year. [CBO Report, 7/31/07]
How Iraq Trillion Could Have Been Spent. The price tag for the Iraq War is now estimated at $700 billion in direct costs and perhaps twice that much when indirect expenditures are included. [ABC News, 2/4/07]
The President has wrong priorities. The president prefers spending $5 billion, a funding level that would create shortfalls in several states, even at current program levels. In objecting to the expense of $35 billion for five years, he raises a question of priorities. Tellingly, the country spends that sum in 31/2 months fighting the war in Iraq. [Houston Chronicle Editorial , 9/27/07]
FACT: SCHIP expansion would cost $35 billion over five years.

The expansion of SCHIP would cost $35 billion over five years.  “The vetoed measure would expand the $5 billion-a-year program by an average of $7 billion a year over the next five years.” [Washington Post, 10/4/07]


	ANNCR: Congress is preparing to vote to override Bush’s vetoes of these health care measures - giving Congressman Cole one more chance to decide - does she/he stand with us or Bush.

ANNCR: Call Congressman Cole at [Phone #] and tell him/her: override Bush's health care vetoes.

SOUNDS:  Sounds of a Busy Hospital/Emergency Room - Crying Babies, Emergency Announcements Over the Intercom

ANNCR: Paid for by Americans United For Change.
	FACT: Congress plans to vote to override Bush’s veto of Labor HHS. 

Congress plans to vote to override Bush’s Labor HHS veto. In the coming weeks, Congress plans to vote to override Bush’s Labor HHS veto. “This week the president will likely sign the Defense bill with a $39 billion increase and then turn around and veto the Labor-Health-Education bill for being $6 billion above last year because it's too much investment in domestic priorities,” said Kirstin Brost, spokeswoman for House Appropriations Chairman David Obey (D-Wis.). [Roll Call, 11/13/07]



