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	BUSH SYNC: Major combat operations in Iraq have ended. (applause)
	President Bush Announces Major Combat Operations in Iraq Have Ended 5/1/03 “…My fellow Americans: Major combat operations in Iraq have ended. In the battle of Iraq, the United States and our allies have prevailed.” [President Bush, 5/1/03]


	ANNCR: Four years later, there’s no end in sight.
	President Bush announced the start of the military campaign against Iraq,  March 20, 2003 

[CNN 3/20/03]
The open-ended deployments in Iraq are lowering morale among some ground troops, who say constantly shifting time tables are reducing confidence in their leadership. "The way we have been treated and the continuous lies told to our families back home has devastated us all," a soldier in Iraq wrote in a letter to Congress. [CS Monitor, 3/7/03] 

America has been in Iraq longer than it was in World War II.  

It has been 50 months since military operations against Iraq began.  As of May 1, 20007 American troops have been in Iraq for 1,504 days the equivalent of 214 weeks.
Four years after “Mission Accomplished” American troop levels in Iraq are where they were in May 2003.  There were 150,000 thousand American troops in Iraq in May 2003.  Today there are 146,000 troops in Iraq.  [Brookings Institution, 4/23/07]




	ANNCR: And George Bush still won’t face reality.
	American troop fatalities are up 33 percent.  Since the escalation was announced on January 10, 2007, American troop fatalities have risen by 33% averaging 3 per day as opposed to 2.25 per day during 2006.  [Iraq Coalition Casualty Count]
As of the end of 2006 the rate of insurgent attacks had hit record highs.  By the end of 2006, average insurgent attacks had skyrocketed to 185 per day, almost two and a half times the number of attacks at the end of 2005. [Brookings, 4/23/2007]

Despite over four years of nearly constant combat, the estimated size of the Iraqi insurgency has only grown. It is believed that there were between 3,000 and 5,000 insurgents fighting U.S. forces in Iraq at the end of 2003 and beginning of 2004. That estimate has grown to more than 20,000 by the end of 2004, and has remained constant ever since. [Brookings, 4/23/2007]

Civilian casualties are in the tens if not hundreds of thousands.  The United Nations estimates that 35,000 civilians were killed in Iraq during 2006 alone.  No one knows for sure how many people have died.  [Brookings, 4/23/2007]
Colin Powell says Iraq in a ‘civil war’ 

Former Secretary of State Colin Powell said Wednesday that Iraq's violence meets the standard of civil war and that if he were heading the State Department now, he might recommend that the administration use that term.  Many news organizations and analysts are calling the Sunni-Shiite sectarian warfare that exploded this year, killing thousands and causing widespread displacement, a civil war. [CNN, 11/29/06]



	ANNCR: Now Congress has voted to start bringing our troops home.
	House Passes Iraq Pullout Timetable  

“The House last night brushed aside weeks of angry White House rhetoric and veto threats to narrowly approve a $124 billion war spending bill that requires troop withdrawal from Iraq to begin by Oct. 1, with a goal of ending U.S. combat operations there by next March.

The Senate is expected to follow the House's 218 to 208 vote with final passage today, completing work on the rarest of bills: legislation to try to end a major war as fighting still rages. Democrats hope to send the measure to the White House on Monday, almost exactly four years after President Bush declared an end to major combat in a speech aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln.  Last night's vote came after a fiery, partisan debate that has grown familiar after months of wrangling, first over a nonbinding resolution opposing Bush's troop increase, then over the largest war spending bill in U.S. history.”  [Washington Post, 4/26/07]




	
	HR 1591 would bring the process of reasonably ending the war in Iraq by:
· Provides for a responsible redeployment of U.S. troops, with, at the latest, redeployment beginning in October 2007 with a goal of being completed by March 2008. 

· Fully funds our troops, providing $4 billion more for the troops than the President requested. 

· Honors our veterans, providing $1.8 billion more for our veterans’ unmet health care needs. 

· Requires accountability of the Iraqi government, by setting measurable and achievable benchmarks. 

· Strengthens our military, providing $2 billion more to create a Strategic Readiness Reserve and address the serious readiness crisis our military is facing. 



	ANNCR: But the president says he’ll veto the bill.
	Veto awaits House Iraq Bill

President Bush next week is expected to receive, and swiftly reject, legislation ordering U.S. troops to begin coming home from Iraq this fall. The veto could fall on the fourth anniversary of the president's Iraq "victory" speech…… "Last November, the American people voted for a change in strategy in Iraq -- and the president listened," White House spokesman Dana Perino said in a statement Wednesday. "Tonight, the House of Representatives voted for failure in Iraq -- and the president will veto its bill." [AP, 4/26/07]

“They know I'm going to veto a bill containing these provisions, and they know that my veto will be sustained.” [White House Transcript, 4/24/07]



	ANNCR: He was wrong then. And he’s wrong now. It’s the will of one nation…versus the stubbornness of one man. Tell George Bush: Sign the bill.  Bring our troops home.
	


